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MODELERS TRAVELLED MANY MILES
TO PARTICIPATE IN THE FIRST CONTEST
TO BE HELD AT THE COLORADO
SPRINGS GLIDER FACILITY

The meet was in memory of George Meyer,

BY LEE URMY designer of the famous homebuiit the “Lil
Toot!" Members of the Meyer family were in
attendance to award this portion of the
prizes.

40 SCALE R/C MODELER

EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION:

| met Lee Urmy in Colorado Springs
while | was serving as a Static Judge at
the George Meyer Memorial Scale
Masters Qualifier. Lee came to me before
the contest started and said he was
responding to our article asking for ad-
ditional contributors.

A resident of Denver, 65 miles north
of Colarado Springs, Lee traveled to the
contest to try his hand at photographing
the event and preparing a story about it
for our readers. An avid advanced
amateur photographer who owns sever-
al excellent 35 mm cameras along with
all the appropriate lenses, Lee entered the
R/C hobby about two years ago, building
and flying sport training aircraft, and is
now becoming a true scale enthusiast.

We hope our readers will join the
editorial staff of Scale R/C Moaeler in wel-
coming aboard our new contributor, Lee
Urmy. Here's his story:

or many years, I've been traveling

around this region, photograph-

ing the beauty and splendor of the

Rocky Mountains. Some of my
photos of one of the most spectacular
scenic areas of our great country have
been exhibited in photo salons around
the world.

My other hobby, R/C building and fly-
ing, is a fairly new one for me, and I'm
amazed at the number of widely differing
skills required to become proficient at it.
My ultimate goal is to build scale models,
but I'm still paying my dues with sport
training aircraft. It's not anywhere nearly
as easy as the expert flyers make it look.

As | became more interested in my
models, | knew | had to photograph them
aswell, and so | did. It was then | realized
that taking pictures of RIC models is very
different from shooting rock ledges,
stands of majestic trees, or colorful fields
of wildflowers. Models and their pilots
rmove very quickly, so the days of care-
fully setting up a tripod and taking hours
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Top winner in several categories was this ex-
cellent rendition of the popular Byron Origi-
nal's Pitts. The design of this aircraft is ear-
ly 1970s and was Byrons first model.
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Third scale **‘Meyer’s Lil Toot”" was flown as
the theme aircraft of the contest. Model had
great smoke system aboard and performed
great aerobatics on both days.

Piper Pawnee approaching for landing. This
version was used as a glider tug and had no
application equipment aboard.

This 1/3 scale Piper Super Cub was copied
directly from one based at a local airport. It
performed scale-like glider tug duties with
a very large sailplane. It was impossible to
tell it from the real combination as they also
passed over the meet several times.




to compose a shot are long gone. “Grab"
shots are the way to go here because,
very often, there are only seconds in
which to get that memorable photo.
Another problem which | encoun-
tered was that of trying to make a subject
(in this case, an R/C airplane) appear
much larger, as | attempted to capture it
within the confines of a 35 mm frame. As
| remember from reading the article in
Scale R/C Modeler, in order to appear
most realistic, (like their full-scale counter-
parts) a model should be placed on a
neutral background, such as a runway or
a large paved parking lot, so that there
will be no non-scale subjects, like grass,
rocks or cigarette butts, to interfere with

the illusion that the model is not a full-size
aircraft.

Modelers from out of the area were
concerned about flying at the site's
7200-foot altitude, but local contestants
have grown accustomed to coping with
the resulting reduced power and
diminished airflow over the wings which
considerably alter an aircraft's flight
characteristics. Fortunately, modelers at
this qualifier were helped in this respect
by temperatures on the cool side and
light breezes.

Several of the aircraft especially
caught my eye, and | eagerly followed
their progress over the weekend. | was
particularly impressed by the glider and

This huge Jenny made the trip over the
mountains from Pagaso Springs, Colorado.
Tricky winds prevented the highly detailed
aircraft from being flown.

"
o

Agricultural aircraft such as this Piper
Pawnee usually have good dihedral, long
noses, and masses of details for the tanks,
piping, and related equipment. When the
system is operational, they are good point
grabbers.

Author and photographer Lee Urmy from the
Denver area provided Scale R/C Modeler with
many of the photos and the story for this
meet.

tug combination entered by Herb Smith
and Vince Lopez who had modeled their
planes after the very Super Cub and
glider based at the local glider port, there
in Colorado Springs. Located as itis, on
the eastern slopes of the Rocky Moun-
tains, lift for sailplanes must be great.
These modelers must have worked hard
at perfecting their technique, because
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How do you qualify a light weight Piper L-4
in a high wind situation. Carefully, This se-
quence shows how one modeler completed
one of his flights on Saturday.

they flew their 1/3 scale Cub and glider
expertly every one of the many times they
took them aloft during the weekend.
Here's how they'd do it: After starting the
Cub, they taxied it out, with the glider in
tow at the end of the line, and took off. Af-
ter the glider had been towed to the cor-
rect altitude, the Cub released the glider,
proceeded to fly the maneuvers required
to earn its necessary flight scores; while
the glider continued to do exactly what
a full-scale sailplane would do; catch ther-
mals, fly lazily around the perimeter as long
as the lift held, then glide gracefully in for
a landing on the grassy area next to the
runway. Contrary to what | supposed
might be a problem, the mix of powered
aircraft and glider in the flight area was
no obstacle to the smooth conduct
of the contest because, on a given signal,
the “pilot” engaged his spoilers and
landed quickly once the runway was
cleared of powered models. Ran Tye from
Pagosa Springs, Colorado brought the
most impressive aircraft, a very large Cur-
tiss Jenny, complete with an excellent
scale reproduction of the Curtiss OX-5 en-

48 SCALE R/C MODELER
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The Piper Super Cub used by the Air Force
Academy to tow gliders has had a windown
modification to allow more visibility under
critical towing conditions. The large 1/3 scale
model also copied this conversion.

R&M Y

that Rare Gianl Bird

* R & M Offers you a Custom Made Kit

SCALE SPECIALISTS

ANNOUNCES
A Growing New Concepl in Building

= Semi-Kits Contain) Wing Hibs/Wing
Tips/Frrewali’Formers/Tail Dut Lines
and Ribs if Plans Indicate

Hand Cut and Sanded for an Exact Fite Al Kits are Priced at Current Market

Those Complex Curves and Cosls.

AAA Grade Woods Used Throughout
Send Us Your Plans and We Will Cu!

Value ol Matenals Used

. C‘.rce;m_g Sorry. Mo Cred! Cards
Cashier's Check/'Money Order/Personal
Check Only

ALSD FEATURING CUSTOM EXHAUST SYSTEM FOR '« SCALE
MAIL TO
R & M Quarter Scale Specialist
P.O. Box 3091
Riverside, CA 92519
FOR INEFORMATION CALL: (714) 781-3435

gine. Power was provided by a large
Sachs, hidden in the cowling, and the
Jenny was finished in the colors of "'Love
Field," the full-size Jenny, owned by Jim
Nissen of Northern Calitarnia, probably
the most familiar JN-4 still flying today.
Airshow crowds all around the country
welcome Jim Nissen in the Jenny, per-
forming his unique aerobatic routine,
hopping passengers, and allowing wing
walkers to perch around the myriad of
wires and struts before leaping from the
aircraft and parachuting safely to earth.
"Mr. Pitts” himself, Olen Trenary,
brought his latest beautifully detailed ver-
sion of that Byron Qriginals aircraft, and
it was excellent — the best yet. Every de-
tail on the aircraft was there: it scored very
high in static, and flew even better. Olen
was able to garner a high enough score
towin several trophies: (list the categories
won by Olen Trenary) before the beauti-
ful aerobatic biplane developed some
type of radio trouble and crashed, com-
pletely destroyed. It was a shame be-
cause, when built by a such a dedicated
craftsman, the amount of detail which can
be applied to Byron Originals' vintage
foam 1/3 scale aircraftis amazing. What's
more, that model's excellent flying capa-
bilities have also been well documented.
It was a trip back into history for me
when | saw the two unusual models
which had been entered. Richard Pabilo-
nia, “‘Pab;’ from Colorado Springs en-
tered and flew a very well detailed Boe-
ing B-17 Flying Fortress. Even though
Pab's aircraft was fairly small, it flew ex-
tremely well under the expert guidance
(Continued on page 78)

By Fred Reese

Span 70"
Area 800 sq. in.
Wi, 9va-10%: Ibs.
Engine .90

1.6 cu. in.

Order direct
add $15.00 shipping
Calif. residents add
6% sales tax.

(916) 432-2928

1/5 Scale
1929 Travel Air

MYSTERY SHIP

GOLDEN AGE MODELS

B.O. Box BOT  Penn \r’i“tq_ CA 95946

Light epoxyglass
tuselage, cowl

and pants

Built up wing
Complete hardware
All select wood
Decals
Instruction book
Jview

Deluxe Kit $249.95
Accessory Pack 35.95

AJ PRODUCTS MAKE YOUR MODELS
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These wheel bearings are
made from the highest
guality Bronze-oll metal
available. Wisibly in-
creases the rofling speed
of any model.

CLEAN AND FAST!

Blackbird Model Cleaner has special
Formulation for the removal of exhaust
residue, nitro fuels, dirt and scum. Foam
base stays where it is sprayed while
removing the toughest accumulations of
dirt without harming any washable
surface. Leaves no film or residue and
does not scratch or fog. Distributors call
for more information.

AJ PRODUCTS (313) 625-5484
8470 HERITAGE DRIVE,
CLARKSON, MI 48016

SERVO END POINTS
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End Adjust Unit
(wemht 4 oz}
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Servo End Adjust Unit plugs into your radio between 1 he recevar
and a servo allowing you toset the “end poinis” of that sarvo
Landing gear | proportional servo) one inm pol will set the up
positian and thie ofther will set the down pasition
2 Great for throftle too!
Price: | less radio connectors
conneclors installed

§22.50
§28.50
CUSTOM ELECTRONICS
PO Box 1332, Alta Loma, CAD1TO1
(714)980-4244

(Free smipping with this ad, Calif residents add 6% sales tax. State
type radio and connectors desired)

Redundant Radic System, Sarvo Driver
Sand for a free brochure




FOCKE WULF
190-A or 190-D

LONG
NOSE

. 80" SPAN 20 POUNDS

| = Epoxy Glass Fuselage & Cowl —

| Foam Wings. Stab, Rudder &
Hardware

¢ Pre-Cut Ply Parts — Balsa Tips,
Leading & Trailing Edges — Formed
Gun Parts

* Formed Wing Belly Pan — Canopy
— Cockpit Interiors — Plans Include
Retract Info

| A-MODEL §250°°
D-MODEL §290°°

plus shipping

Also Available:
Gear Struts — Spinner — Accessories

AERO-CRAFT Engineering
10367 Cochran
Riverside, CA 92505
Don Lien or Rodney Lien
evenings 714-943-0585
day (7 14) 354-9895
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(Continued from page 47)

of lvan Munninghoff, the Qualifier's Co-
Contest Director. The bomber attracted a
great deal of attention from all the model-
ers, especially those interested in military
models, but when the Messerschmitt 163
Flying Wing, the model which was used
in limited numbers in Germany during the
waning days of World War || took off,
everybody stood up, watched and
listened. The full-scale aircraft was rocket-
powered, but the glow engine buried in
the nose of the model wasn't visible in
flight, so the illusion was maintained.
Quite by chance (I think) the contest's
order of flight had both the B-17 and ME
163 in the air at the same time; providing
the spectators with an actual re-creation
of events which took place over Europe
over forty years ago, for it was the B-17s
which the ME 163 pilots were most intent
on shooting down, in a fruitless attempt
to prevent them from any further bomb-
ing of their ""Fatherland:’

There were several other Warbirds
present, including several Mustangs and
a very nice Corsair. Al Casey flew his
prize-winning Russian MiG 3, Brian
O'Meara entered and won with his
Republic P-47 from a Bert Baker Kit, and
Bob Frye flew his Thunderbolt from Bob
Holman plans. Not to be outdone by the
“flatlanders;’ Dan Parsons from the hills
of New Mexico entered his vintage
Martin-Baker fighter, a very speedy model
which Dan flies both realistically and fast.
Dan told me that he'd left his famous
“whistling’' Hornet at home, this trip.

Light single-engine aircraft were
represented by a very nice Stinson 108-2,
a French Emeraude, the plane which in-
spired the design for the aerobatic
CAP-10 by Jerry Van Heeswyck. (These
plans will appear in Scale R/C Modeler
soon.) Several good old reliable Cubs, a
couple of PT-17s, and numerous Lasers
made up the rest of the entries.

Contest officials were very pleased to
have such a large turnout of professional-
locking aircraft and their well-qualified pi-
lots: Each of the three flight lines had an
Air Force Instructor Pilot in T-41s (Cessna
172s) “on duty,’ so there weren't any
complaints about the judges not knowing
what they were doing.

Pat Cordeman of Colorado Springs
entered an outstanding Northrop Gam-

The O’Mearas of the Denver area are a hus-
band and wife team who have been cooper-
ating with the flying duties for several years.
Brian flew his well known Bert Baker P-47.

Co-contest director lvan Munninghoff was
one of several officials who awarded prizes.
Meet was sponsored by United Airlines and
Mobil Oil. The Air Force Academy provided
the location for the flying and the banquet.

ma of the early 1930s. Worthy of a full-
blown feature, look for all the details about
Pat's exguisite 80-inch-wingspan aircraft
as reported by Norm Gayer elsewhere in
this issue. The Gamma was realistically
flown by Pat's buddy, Jack Cole.

This is a special reguest by Pat: "If
any reader out there has actually flown,
or knows of someone who's flown a
Northrop “Gamma’' — any model —
would they please get in touch with me:
Pat Cordeman, 1502 N. Prospect,
Colorado Springs, CO 80907

On Saturday night, all the contestants
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The winner of the beautifully sculptured ea-
gle and Meyer Plague was Olen Trenary

Richard Pabilonia entered his veteran Royal
B-17. This stable multi-engine bomber was
flown repeatedly over the weekend and was
not bothered that much by the high altitude,
7200 feet, or the high winds.

and their families gathered at the Air Force
Academy Club House and thoroughly en-
joyed an informal, very friendly banquet.
Norm Goyer, Editor of Scale R/C Model-
er, the invited speaker, talked, among
other things, about the responsibilities
and opportunities of scale modelers to
help educate young people, as well as tc
entertain them by bringing histeric avia-
tion events 1o life through the building and
flying of large scale models.

The Commander of the Air Force
Academy went all out to make the model-
ers welcome both at the Academy, the

beautiful flying field, and at the dining fa-
cility. The sign which greets visitors at the
gate states: '"Welcome to Your Air Force
Academy, and it's evident that Air Force
Academy personnel do all they can to
make visitors feel that way.

Wouldn'l it be greal if officials from the
other branches of the service realized the
possibilities for enriching public relations
by providing their facilities to R/C clubs
for their high-level meets like this Scale
Masters Qualifier? Who knows — it might
gven encourage an increase in recruil-
ment, too.

Here's the list of all the winners in all
the categories, and a separate list of those
who gqualified for the Scale Masters
Championships to be held at Fort Knox,
Tennessee this September, [ ]

R.T. ASSOCIATES INTRODUCES
1/5 SCALE BEECHCRAFT T-34C-1
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“STRIKING
BACK"”

by the Prodicers of
R/C Video Magazine

The all new 1987 "'Striking
Back,” a World War || reen-
actment filmed on location at
Byron Originals in |da Grove
lowa. Thirty action packed
minutes of dog fights, PT
Boats, tank batties, bomb
runs on aircraft carriers and
refinerigs so real that you won't believe that they
are RIC Modefs. Also special coverage of the B-29,
the world's largest R/C modal. See it fly! [t welghs
over 350 pounds, All this for the low price of $14.95
plus $3.00 shipping and handling

Send | ) capies of “Siriking Back " for only
§14.85 each plus 8300 postage and handling per
fape. VHS, BETA

RIC Video Magazine, Inc. Nbr of Copies
PO. Box 98 VHS
Latayette, CO 80026 BETA
(303) 665-8204

Name

Addrass _

City b, L
State Zip

Visa or MC Number

Exp. Date _
Signature (required for credit cards)
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